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 Our vision: To be a God-centred Anglican Church, clearly growing spiritually, numerically, and holistically. 
  

 

 

 

 

  

A most exciting time was had by 
everyone, with lots of good interaction! 
There were 5 sessions with 2 plenaries 
in each, and we had several foci: 
Disciple-Making; Children’s ministry; 
Youth Ministry; The Needs of Clergy; 
Spiritual Renewal; Church Growth; 
Gender-based Violence; Creation Care; 
Leadership Development and Alpha.  

There were 26 speakers in all. Some 
were collaborative sessions and there 
were two panels. Four of our Bishops 
were speakers on the panels, among 
others. The international speakers were 
Revd Dennis Nthenge and Ms Irene 
Sebastian from Kenya; Revd Robert 
Sihubwa from Zambia; Ms Jo Saxton 
from the UK;  
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This title sums up the last seven months 
for Growing the Church. We were in the 
final stages of organising the Anglicans 
Ablaze 2020 International Conference due 
to take place from 23 to 26 September 
with 2500 being anticipated – 1000 being 
young people, and 100 children for the 
very first time.  

Then Coronavirus showed up and soon we 
were locked down. Then a colleague said, 
“With all the sadness about AA 2020 being 
postponed, why don’t we run a small 
conference, just to meet the strong need? 
Joy and excitement returned and soon the 
small conference became a major 
conference event over 3 wonderful days:  
24 to 26 September, with an average of 
8,228 participants at each of 5 sessions! 

 

AA2020: “It was the best of times,  

it was the worst of times ...” 

Thank you to the AA2020 Techno Team of Natal  (and 9 more not in this pic) for 
keeping the programme running smoothly, for monitoring all the online platforms,  
for being such a dependable team who supported everyone who called upon them 
for assistance during the AA Conference. Left, Mandisa Gumede, Vuyo Mkize, 
Bruce Woolley, Bulelwa Sihlali- Woolley, Vicky Woolley and Thobani Sithole.  
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  AA2020: “It was the best of  times…  continued 

 

Nomgidi Mgobhoza, Qwa-Qwa, Free State Diocese: 
“The talks and explanations on living a Jesus-shaped life 
and all the testimonies have revived my spirit. How will 
my life be after this conference? I will continue to 
extend a Jesus-shaped life to my family, church and 
neighbourhood with the ‘Rooted in Jesus’ programme.  

Nqobile Ngcobo, Catholic Church, Cape Town: “It was a 
pleasure to share at Anglicans Ablaze about the ways in 
which the church can still reach out in this season 
through Alpha. Thank you to the AA2020 Team as well 
as to GtC for hosting this event!”  

So, did we have any challenges? Yes! The conference 
price was deliberately kept low, and it was free for those 
who could not afford it under Covid. However only a few 
people contributed financially towards the conference 
and at this point we are stretched. We hope that those 
who can contribute will consider doing so please – R50, 
R100, R200 or more, so that our expenses can be paid. 
We also hope that parishes will consider giving a gift 

please. And THANK YOU to those who give so faithfully! 

Thank you everyone!!!  
Our Bank Details: 
Growing the Church T&T, Standard Bank, Constantia, 
Account no: 243 374 151, Branch Code 051001.  

Continued from page 1:  

The Revd Nicky Gumbel from UK and Revd James Mallon 
from the Catholic Church in Canada.  
So, what was the outcome? Ask those who attended – a 
staggering average of 8,228 people per session, at each 
of the 5 sessions! Or 16,457 per day over 2.5 days! To 
say that we were “blown away!” is an understatement, 
and we give God all the glory.  

The best is to experience the sessions for yourselves – 
here is the YouTube link: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Angli
cans+Ablaze  

Here is the Conference pack link: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1s1Ur3X-
DqESVNa7oe9E3JbKfE3lOlKi-?usp=sharing 

This is what a few people had to say: 

The Revd Delmaine Petersen, False Bay Diocese: 
AA never disappoints in bringing fresh new insights to 
re-energise one for ministry, and the Anglicans Ablaze  
2020's International Conference was no different in that 
respect.  

Mrs Dawn Roems, False Bay Diocese: 

The conference was a huge encouragement, especially  
in this ‘Covid’ season. I was challenged when one of the 
speakers said: “When you talk to your neighbours, do 
you love them enough to speak about God to them?” 

John and Nona Baker, Pretoria Diocese: 

“As a 77-year-old, God continues to use us at our age. 
Encouraged especially by the session on ‘Disciple 
Making’, we now want to make disciples who make 
disciples!” 

The Revd Nicolette Segeel, Diocese of Johannesburg: 

“AA 2020 served as an affirmation of my initiative to put 
together a programme of unlocking the hidden beauty 
of women in the face of GBV and enhance holistic 
healing and restoration - to Live a ‘Jesus-Shaped Life’ in 
our current setting”. 

 

 

    

Revd Delmaine Petersen, Mrs Dawn Roems, Revd Nicolette Segeel, Ms Nomgidi Mgobhoza, Ms Nqobile Ngcobo 
and Mrs Nona and Mr John Baker. 

  

 

 

“Wow what a blessed time we had 
at Anglicans Ablaze! Lord God 
bless your humble servant 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, with 
wisdom and peace that comes 
from you as he leads God’s chosen 
people in the Province of ACSA.” 
Delysia Bowler Timm, Diocese of 
Natal. To the left is Delysia with 
Archbishop Thabo at AA2018. 

Congratulations to the three winners of prizes for 

submitting their reports about AA2020. They are: 

➢ Revd Nicolette Segeel,  

➢ Mr John baker and  

➢ Ms Nomgidi Mgobhoza.  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Anglicans+Ablaze
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Anglicans+Ablaze
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1s1Ur3X-DqESVNa7oe9E3JbKfE3lOlKi-?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1s1Ur3X-DqESVNa7oe9E3JbKfE3lOlKi-?usp=sharing


 

- 3 - 
 

 

 

   FOURTH QUARTER  |  OCTOBER 2020     

 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Trevor Pearce, Director of GtC, preached at the Sunday 

Service of St Luke’s Church in Swellendam as part of their week-long  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

St Luke’s Swellendam celebrates Patronal Festival 

  

Title of the article 

 

 

[Extracts from GBV article in GtC Update June 2020:] 

“We have been confronted with some of the most horrific accounts of “Gender-based 
Sexual Violence” in our country. As the Church, the Body of Christ, this affects all of us – 
therefore we are all challenged to play an active role in confronting these heinous acts of 
abuse and violence.” 

“GBV is an ancient sin that for thousands of years has harmed countless women, children 
and men. It is a heinous sin that Christians need to recognize, understand and confront, 
for our religious history also bears its stain. As the church of Jesus Christ, we deplore this 
suffering, and we confess our collective and individual complicities in this violence - in both 
church and society.”  So where do we go from here?  

GtC has sourced an excellent resource that is being used ecumenically by many… it 
contains sermon materials, 12 Bible studies as well as pastoral material which provides 
valuable guidelines for action. This is a “must view”!  
   

 

By Revd Mario Hendricks. 

“It is with great joy that we, St Luke’s 
Swellendam, could again host the 
“New Life Conference” as part of our 
Patronal Festival. We have been 
hosting this conference since 2019.  
We were blessed to have had the Revd 
Trevor Pearce, the Revd Dr Paul Siaki, 
and the Dean of George as our guest 
speakers” 

“The presence of the Lord was felt in 
really tangible ways. Despite having to 
comply with COVID-19 regulations, 
young and old registered in large 
numbers which served to “kickstart” 
our services at church. All the events of 
the week were life-transforming for 
those who attended the meetings.” 

“We express our heartfelt and deep 
appreciation to all those who came to 
minister and be part of our patronal 
activities.” 

The Revd Trevor Pearce, Director of 
GtC, preached at the Sunday Service 
on  “The Start of a New Journey” 
focusing on 4 key words taken from 
Isaiah 61:1-6: Lost, Follow, Equip, and 
Send. Isaiah’s prophecy calls a lost 
people back to their God and Luke 4:18 
– 19 where Jesus applies the prophecy 
of Isaiah to Himself.  Rev Trevor shared  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

For the full document click here >  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oC3dN3AhLVvlmUzxGFcycKe2-t3NiXsV/view?usp=sharing  
 

 

 

 the inspiring story of his own journey. 
Dr Paul Siaki travelled all the way from 
Johannesburg to Swellendam and  was 
not feeling well - this almost derailed 
his speaking but, praise God for 
strength and protection!  He spoke on 
Tuesday evening with about 180-200 
people attending. The evening was 
designed to be more evangelistic, so 
he  spoke about an “Invitation into a 
new life”. By God’s grace, four people 
came forward to receive Christ.  

Upholding the Covid-19 regulations, 
people had to sign in, get their 
temperatures taken, sanitize - so the 
line outside was long. Extra outdoor 
seating was also provided for 100 
people – something we need to get 
used to.   

On Wednesday morning, Dr Paul 
addressed the local pastor’s fraternal 
about the “Future Church” and the 
great need to build an ongoing online 
community with those coming back 
to church.  In the afternoon, he spoke 
with the clergy and wardens of the 
Archdeaconry and talked again about 
how important it was for a post-Covid 
church to adapt to having to do new 
things to reach those outside the 
church and bring them closer to God.  

Dr Paul spoke again on Wednesday 
night  There were about 200-220 
people present. Just to get a reaction 
from the congregation, Paul wore an 
All Blacks jersey. He said that before 
he left, a parishioner made him an All 
Blacks face mask! What a lovely gift!    

The Revds Trevor Pearce and Mario Hendricks gave each other an elbow greeting! 
Revd Dr Paul Siaki wore his All Blacks t-shirt while teaching the congregation! 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oC3dN3AhLVvlmUzxGFcycKe2-t3NiXsV/view?usp=sharing
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We were initially devastated by the Coronavirus and 

lockdown. But as we found our bearings, one of the best 
decisions made by the GtC Board and Staff was this: To 
find ways of fulfilling our calling and making our ministry 
as accessible as possible to our people all across ACSA.  

So, free entry was an option in every case. Looking back, 
we can say with the palmist: “We sought the Lord, and He 
heard our prayers!” The outcomes were astonishing! 

Allow us to summarise the results:  

1. AA2020 Online Conference > much has already been 

written on pages 1 & 2 about the over 8,000 people 

attending each of the 5 sessions on average, including 

hundreds of young people! 

2. Mission & Evangelism > A Southern Africa Alpha 

Conference in partnership with Alpha SA was hosted.  

A whopping 3202 participants showed up! New 

Alphas are already being run as a result. 

3. Leadership Development (Online Ministry for 

Bishops, Clergy & Lay Leaders) >  “How to use Online 

Platforms” e.g. Zoom, Skype, FB, YouTube etc 

effectively in ministry, was gratefully received by 576 

attendees struggling to make the change, especially 

bishops and clergy. 

4. Youth Ministry: YO! (Youth Online): > We stand 

amazed at how YO! has taken off – a staggering 

15,128 people attended the launch with Archbishop 

Thabo. This is a weekly “magazine” type format with 

an invited guest each week is continuing to grow! 

5. Children’s Ministry: > Archbishop Thabo launched 

this future monthly ministry as well, with 7,549 

children, parents, Sunday School teachers and clergy 

attending. 

 

6. Discipleship Ministry (All ages): > Requests for 

training and materials are coming in, with “Rooted in 

Jesus” being the most popular course. 

7. Clergy Care: Church Growth > Revd Bob Sihubwa 

from Zambia spoke on church growth and was 

extremely good. His church has grown from about 

200 people to 1500 over the last 5 years.  

8. Gender-based Violence >The GBV event too was 

hugely appreciated with lots of good feedback!  

YOUR GIFTS given last year and this year, helped to 

make all this possible. THANK YOU!!! Our decision to 

make free access a priority in the face of so many losing 

their jobs was correct. But it has drastically reduced our 

ministry resources.  So, will you consider becoming a 

new donor please? 

Archbishop Thabo writes, “I am therefore asking you 

to please take a special collection in church on Sunday 

29th November (and beyond) and send it to: GtC 

Teaching and Training, Standard Bank, Account no > 243 

374 151, Branch Code 051001. Ref: Your Name or Parish.  

Archbishop Thabo went on to say: “Please also 

encourage your people to give directly to GtC via EFT by 

using the banking details in the paragraph above”. A 

special THANK YOU to first-time donors! 

To read the Archbishop’s original signed letter for circulation 
– click here:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11qPAFCU-
zFzNLFAy6ub2TlBq1DL8c8L1/view?usp=sharing 

 

Bishop Tsietsi Seleoane                   Revd Trevor Pearce 

Liaison Bishop, GtC & AA                Director: GtC & AA 

 
 

 

Youth Training was offered via YO-Youth Online Ministry platform, Rooted in Jesus Online Discipleship group met 
for a braai  and the whole Bengani Family are involved in then Children’s Ministry. 

 

   

 

 
“One of the best decisions made!” 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11qPAFCU-zFzNLFAy6ub2TlBq1DL8c8L1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11qPAFCU-zFzNLFAy6ub2TlBq1DL8c8L1/view?usp=sharing

